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Submissions
The Oval accepts electronic submissions of  
fiction, nonfiction, drama, poetry, and visual 
art from November through February. Only 
previously unpublished work by currently en-
rolled University of  Montana undergraduates 
will be considered. Submissions must be in 
DOC, DOCX, or JPEG formats. Their genre 
must be defined in the submission. 
Visit umt.edu/theoval for more information, 
and check out our blog (umoval.wordpress.
com) for Oval sponsored events, workshops, 
readings, and the Honorable Mentions for 
Volume VII.
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The Oval is a literary magazine published annually by the Associat-
ed Students of  the University of  Montana (ASUM), the Maureen 
and Mike Mansfield Library, and the Creative Writing Program of  
The University of  Montana English Department. Each volume is 
printed with vegetable ink on recycled paper by The University of  
Montana Printing & Graphics. 
The title font for this magazine is set in Kefa Bold, and the text 
font is Garamond. 
The University of  Montana Bookstore, Fact & Fiction, Shake-
speare and Company, and The Book Exchange in Missoula, Mon-
tana sell copies of  The Oval. Griz-card holders can buy a copy for 
$5.00, and the standard price is $8.00.
The Oval co-sponsors annual readings with the literary magazine 
Aerie Big Sky every spring, usually including a general  reading and 
poetry slam. 
The Council of  Literary Magazines and Presses’ (CLMP) Literary 
Press and Magazine Directory and NewPages.com’s Index of  Lit-
erary Magazines include The Oval. 
The Oval Magazine
The University of  Montana
The University Center, Student Organization Suite 201 J
Missoula, MT 59812
oval.editor@mso.umt.edu
www.umt.edu/theoval
umoval.wordpress.com
Copyright © 2014 The Oval Magazine.
ISBN 978-0-9894031-6-0
Rights revert to the author upon publication of  the printed and 
electronic editions of  the magazine. 
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The Oval  Staff
Editors Jenna Franklin
 Grace Yon
Faculty Advisor Robert Stubblefield
Advisors & Tech Admins Shannon Janssen
 Caitlin Stainken
Layout & Design Editor Brendan Jordan
Poetry Board
 Grace Yon (Board Editor) 
 Robert Taylor  Kalen Walther  
 Courtney Cathers
Fiction Board 
 Zachary Shearer (Board Editor)
 Jenna Franklin Mason Harper
 Reed Roberts Jesse Rowan
 Erika Tibbetts
Non-Fiction Board 
 Ismael Pallares (Board Editor)
 Emily Johnson William Matross
 Maggie Mattinson Kat Gurley
 Kristine Quint 
Visual Arts Board
 Brendan Jordan (Board Editor)
 Lauren Korn Kalysta Fern 
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Every year, The Oval gives voice to new 
artists and writers at the University of  Montana. Our contributors 
are never just from the Creative Writing and Art departments but 
represent all disciplines on campus. This publication is a valida-
tion of  these students’ endless hours of  hard work, hours spent 
hunched over a notebook, keyboard, easel, or camera tripod. Neck 
cricks and headaches, coffee breath, and baggy eyes. You can sense 
them as you traverse these pages of  prose, poetry, and visual art. 
The heart of  all UM students is rooted in this spirit of  ingenuity 
and rugged perseverance. We are the masters of  our voices. We 
challenge. We create. Working in the shadow of  snowy mountain 
peaks, The Oval staff  strives to capture this unique identity. 
 To honor our peers’ creativity and dedication, The Oval 
staff  of  undergraduate students ventures to publish a respectable 
magazine. All choices, from layout and design to content selec-
tion, are a collaborative effort of  our student staff. This publica-
tion manifests our dreams and ambitions alongside those of  our 
contributors.  
 Thanks are due to Sue Samson in the Mansfield Library, to 
ASUM and their dedicated Business Manager, Mike Hopkins, to 
Maria Mangold and the entire English Department, to Kevin Head 
and the Writers’ Opus, Shannon Janssen, Karin Schalm, and to 
Ken Price and his staff  at UM Printing and Graphics. A heartfelt 
thank you goes to Robert Stubblefield, The Oval’s faculty advisor, 
and his passionate graduate assistant, Caitlin Stainken. Your tire-
less efforts and constant vision make The Oval possible. Despite 
our hard work, we would have nothing if  it were not for our con-
tributors. Whether your work has been published in this issue or 
not, your contribution helps to keep The Oval alive. We continue to 
be amazed by your talent and dedication.  No matter what you do 
with your life, remember to never stop writing and creating.
           Happy Reading,
          Jenna Franklin and Grace Yon
             Editors
Dear Reader,
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